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Herseth Sandlin said, "A fiscal commission is one critical tool among others, including
statutory ‘pay-as-you-go’ rules, that Congress needs to force itself to spend within its
means. Simply put, we need to stop spending what we can’t afford, and we need to do it
right away. I’m pleased that the President and Congressional leaders are moving toward
this much needed and overdue commission."

  

Herseth Sandlin is a cosponsor of the Securing America's Future Economy Commission
Act (SAFE Commission Act), bipartisan legislation that would create such a commission,
and has also been a leading advocate with her Blue Dog colleagues for putting in place
essential fiscal tools such as a constitutional balanced budget amendment, and
pay-as-you-go rules requiring Congress to spend within its means. The last time these
budget rules were in place, in the 1990s, the country experienced budget surpluses. 
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  -Today, Rep. Herseth Sandlin praised progress in creating an independent budget commission
to recommend ways to reduce the nation's soaring debt. The commission, which has long been
a priority of Rep. Herseth Sandlin and the Blue Dog Coalition, would recommend specific
policies to change the unsustainable trend in our national debt, including changes that affect
revenue policy and entitlement programs, such as Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid.   
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